
TO: Board of Estimates, Office of Comptroller 

FROM: AGC1tSHSl© - City Council 

DATE: ©6/21/21923 

SUBJECT: LEE Public Policy Fellow Fall 2©24 

ACTION REQUESTED OF BOARD OF ESTIMATES: 

The Board is requested to approve a Application . 

PERIOD OF Based on Board Approval 

CONTRACT/ AGREEMENT: 

AMOUNT AND SOURCE OF FUNDS: 

Transaction Amount $ ©.©© 

Project Fund 

BACKGROUND/EXPLANATION: 

Amount 

Donations will be solicited from Baltimore businesses, civic leaders, the foundation community, and 

the general population. A potential donor list will be composed of individuals, organizations, 

businesses, and foundations that contribute to the economic, social, and cultural vitality of Baltimore 

City. Most of the individual and corporate entities fitting that description are not controlled donors. 

However, those potential donors who are controlled donors with respect to the City Council or the 

Board of Estimates will not be targeted or singled out in any way and will be solicited, if at all, in the 

same manner as the other potential donors. 

The Board is requested to endorse a Governmental/Charitable Solicitation Application for 

submission to the Board of Ethics of Baltimore City to allow Councilmember Zeke Cohen and staff to 

solicit donations to support the placement of a Leadership for Educational Equity (LEE} Public Policy 

Fellow in the District 1 City Council Office. The period of the campaign, pending Board approval, will 

be effective upon Board approval to June 1, 2©24. 

Councilmember Cohen's office intends to place a Leadership for Educational Equity Public Policy 

Fellow in District 1 for September 2©23 through May 2©24. This fellow will be a former teacher who 

is passionate about advocating for educational equity and related issues in Baltimore City. This 

individual will be a much-needed addition to a dynamic but overstretched staff, which seeks to 

support hundreds of constituent issues per week, while also moving legislative duties forward. In this 

role, the fellow will have a front-row seat to how legislation is developed: from a constituent issue all 

the way through to a bill becoming law. They will support constituent requests, do policy research to 

better understand issues and study best practices in other exemplar cities, and write policy memos. 



Councilmember Cohen and his staff intend to raise $1©,©©© in this campaign. These funds will 

support the cost to the council office for partnering with the Leadership For Educational Equity, 

which recruits, trains, places and pays for the fellow's salary. The total cost of this fellow is $25,©©©. 

The council office intends to cover $15,©©© of that total cost through the council budget. (The 

council budget does not have the full total of $25,©©©, as such we need to augment with 

fundraising.) 

Baltimore City Code Article 8, Section 6-26, prohibits solicitation or facilitating the solicitation of a 

gift. An exception was enacted in 2©©5 to permit certain solicitations that are for the benefit of an 

official governmental program or activity, or a City endorsed charitable function or activity. Ethics 

Regulation 96.26B sets out the standards for approval, which includes the requirement that the 

program, function or activity to be benefited and the proposed solicitation campaign must be 

endorsed by the Board of Estimates or its designee. 

COUNCIL DISTRICT: 1st District 

EMPLOY BALTIMORE: LIVING WAGE: LOCAL HIRING: 

N/A N/A N/A 

1% FOR PUBLIC ART: N/A. 

ENDORSEMENTS: 

Clerk, Board of Estimates 

17/12/20231 














